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therefore, not strange that it moves the heart,
delights the eye, stirs up the imagination, and
fills the soul with peace. Twenty thousand
workmen worked on it for twenty years and it
cost four crores of rupees. No one, however,
doubts that the kbour and the money were not
well spent.
The Taj is not to be looked upon merely as a
specimen of architecture which combines the
Indian and Persian styles, but as a great monu-
ment to Love. As is well known, this monument
was built by Shah Jahan in memory of his be-
loved wife, Mumtaz-k-Mahal* She was bom in
1594 and was the daughter of Asaf Khan, who
played such an important part in the reign of
Jahangir. She was betrothed to Shah Jahan,
when he was sixteen years of age, and as soon
as they were married Shah Jahan came completely
under her influence. This was due to her great
beauty, her accomplishments, and her wifely
devotion. As long as she lived, Shah Jahan had
complete confidence in her and she stood by him
through thick and thin. She gave him, not only
lorc and affection but also wise counsel* The
emperor consulted her whenever he was in any
difficulty and she always gave him valuable
fcdviee. In spite of the fact that she occupied such
an exalted position, she felt for the poor and the
unfortunate, and widows and orphans and persons
in distress never appealed to her in vain. She